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(Before Professor Jacobsen, the ('nnusl Professor of the Boghdad Sehool for 1953-5h, 
went out to Iraq to take part in the excavetion of Nippur, in which the Faghdad 
School is now sharing, a modercte sum hed been appropriated to enztble hia to make 

a survey of ancient mounds in Southern Mesopotamia, Prof, J:cobser is eninently 


quelified to m:ke such a survey, since he hz:s for - long tine coliected geographic 
fects as reported in ancient Sumcrisn literature, He was assisted in the survey by 
Dr. Vaughn Crawford, our Fellow, and h:d the cordial cooperation of the Department 
of Antiquities which sent along Mr, Fund Sefar, the well-known exccvator, and Mr, 
Ahmed Mthdi, the local inspector of antiquities, They drove arcunc ina jeep for 
two weeks tnd hed 4 signal success, The vivid letter in which Frof, Jacobsen 
reports to the Director is worth being communicsted to the members and friends of 
the Schools in extenso, 4.G.) 


Archreology is normelly dominated by the idea of the vertical, As =n excovation 
proceeds downwards through stratum after stratum the exccvatcr is intent upon what 
overlies whot, and it is the relative vertical position of the remzins that give 
him clues to his key concept: secuence in time, But snother, 2 "lateral", kind 

of archseslogy is als> possible, By ranging over the surface of ancient inhabited 
aréas noting the relative positicns of mounds, dating thum -- or rather the period 
of their lest occupancy -- by observing the pottery on their surfate, it is 
possible t» draw valid conclusions concerning the limits, duration, and the basic 
structural lines of the human settlement of the region us a whole. The rim of such 
"lateral" archaeology can be no less thin the reconstruction of the ancient topo- 
graphical scene upon which history moved snd by which history wos in s 2 many 
essentials determined, 


The second part of the progrem cf the Baghdad School for 1953-54 was planned as an 
attempt at such "lateral" orcheeology, The gol sct was to determine -- within 
limits imposed by timc and funds .vcileable -- the major structural lines of the 
settlement in Sumer in Sumcricn tincs, to identify the probcble course of rivers 
and important conals underlying and sh:ping thnt structure, and to establish when- 
ever possible the position snc identity of the more inport:nt ancicnt political 
_and economic centers, In eviry particuler sur study on the ground was to go hand 
in hend with information derived from the ancient written sources themselves, 


It will be cacer, as it became clear to us — at times exmsperatingly so -- that 
the two weeks we hed ct our disposal were totally inndecutte for the careful and 
thorough stucy which would heve been desirable, We had to concentrate on the 
brozd lines of the picture, roughing it cut in outline without buing able to fill 
in the detcils which would give it precision snc, in miny instences, certainty, 
Even so, it is our hope that our results -- prelininery as thery «re -- may show 
the fruitfulness of the -pproach and serve to stimulate further research along 
these lincs. 


Our little expedition, consisting of Dr, Crowford and myself, met in Baghdad in the | 
besinning of November, Discussing our plans with the Director General of the 
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Deportment of antiquities, Dr, Neji cl sil, we were delightcd to find that the 
Deportment looked with particular intcrest on investigations of the kind we had in 
mind snd had in foct for some time contempl-ted a sinilzr undcrtcking, It therefore 
seemed natural that we should join forces 2nd the Deprtment delcg:ted to the 
expedition Mr, Fuad Sefar, Dircctor of Excavations, and ifr. Ahmec Mehdi, Inspector 
of intiquitics in the Nosirlych Liws, This mont 4 very considersble strengthen- 
ing of our asscts, for Fund S“for'ts knowledge of the country and its erchzeological 
problems through 711 periods is unrivalled, ond Ahmed Mchdi's talent for solving 
practical questions of routes, provisioning, -nd ouartering, gave the expedition 
a mobility far superior to anything we could have hoped to achieve on our own, 


Our equipment was light; it conisted eseentially of a Jeep with trailer, 2 plene 
table with on open-sight clidade and compass, a set of large-scale mops, two large 
metal containers for drinking watcr, sleeping brgs -nd cots, With this Crawford, I, 
and our excellent driver Khel:f, drove down to Nosiriyeh to join Fued Safar ond 
Ahmed Mehadi, fn the following weeks we toured the country to the north using as 
our base successively Refa'i, Shatra, Dawnyeh, ond Nasiriych itsclf, In most of 
these places we found accommodstion in the local cfficinls' clubs -nd wherever we 
went we enjoyed the most unstinted help and support from the local civil sauthori~ 
ties, On our crives into the desert we mostly had a Police-Jeep as escort to give 
us the protection of a second car; for in the pleces for from human inhabitations 
to which our trips took us 2 breskdown of the cor might ensily h:ve been ouite in- 
convenient hod we becn alone, anc the possibility of «= breakdown wes ever present, 
since the ground we traversed is one peculiarly rough and treacherous, The region 
around Jokha is full of shifting sand dunes, :nd the ground, where it is exposed, 
is cut up 2nd uneven, vegucly suggesting by its black color and sharp ccntours a 
gandscape on the Moon, To the South the desert -- flooded yearly -- is pitted 
with deep holes that ere often half concealed by withcred vegetation. In the 
cultivation watercourses, e>rthwolls, end old hardened plough-lend necessitate 
freoucnt detours and meny tricky cescents -nd ascents «cross decp dry ditches, 

The Jeep proved itself here, 1s it later did in soft nud, but it tockmreful criv- 
ing not to wreck it, on? our bones got well rattled on every trip, 


Un the whole we had luck with the wetther, The days we visited the Jokha arca 

were calm with no wind, so we escopec sandstorms; and only toward the end did short 
but heavy rains, which turned the desert into soft mud, impede our movements notice= 
ably, Fortunstely, however, in the days after the rain, we were able to meke our 
visits to the mouncs by bo-t, so we were not forced to idleness, One of the 

mounds thus visited was 21 Hibbs, of which more below, end that trip wes truly an 
unforgettable one, Not only because of the very sztisfnctory results at al Hibba, 
but because of the beruty of the scenery on the way out, «nd especially back, We 
treveled in a slim greceful bd-t of sncient type, in frct the very imoge of the 

boat model found in the rovel cemetary st Ur, lying low on the weter. In the stern 
the boatman dipped his punting polc, walked three paces forward bringing his weight 
to beer on it, anc thus, in unending rhythmic repstition, forced the boat forward, 
Behinc us rose a nearly full moon, before us wes the reddening evening sky against 
which polm trees, the recd huts of villages on the banks, snd a few stray buffal- 
oes, m& black silhoucttes cs if they were the reliefs of the Uruk period come to 
life once more; it wos as if 2 word might bresk the mogic onc make it all disappear, 


The scholarly results of these many and varied trips -- 1s far as they can be 
summarized at this stage -- would seem to be in the min two: We were able to 
establish the existence of - consistent line of ancient occupation running from 
the north down through Jokha (ancient Umma) and, veering west st Toll Madinah, 


through Senkereh, ancient Lerso, “his line, lergely unknown before, uncuestion= 
ably marks the course of 2 major «ncient canal feeding from the Euphretes. A 

siniler line of occupntion, elso representing o canal, was established as running 
from Telloh (ancient Girsu} to al Hibba ond Zurghul in clnmost a straight line, 
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The implications of these findings cre not without interest, The Jokhe linc,which 


I would tentatively icentify with the ancient Ud-Ninki canal (riad as Surugel and 
Igqiengal in Inter syll- ‘barics), probably coms: down from the region sround Nippur 
through Bismzyrh (Adeb) and Tell Jidr; but that section of it has not yct been 
explored by us, at the point north of Jokha where we first encountered it lics 
Bscikh which, before the survey, w had tentatively identified es -ncient Zabslon, 
The identification was then established definitely this surmcr by Mr, Moharmed ali 
el Mustafs of th: Depcrtment of antiquities, who on - visit to the mound discovered 
bricks of Hammurabi recording the building «f the Inanna temple fziek>lanmema in 
Zabalem, Such >ricks were noted in large nunber on the site also by us an’ the 
identifiention mst be considurcd to be beycnd doubt, Later in the season it is 
expected thit the Vepartment of intiouities will conduct = short excavation at this 
site, From Bseikh the line of occupntion runs south to Jokha (Urma) ond from there 
to Umm el Aqarib, en imposing mound of Esrly Dynastic datc with the remains of a 
zigguret or a temple on 1. high terrace, It is likely to represent the ancient 
Kieonki which we know to have been situsted in the vicinity of Umma, Continuing 
southwards the occupstion line goes through Mansuriych, snothcr sizeable Early 
Dynastic town, which my be c»nsidered a totally new discovery since it has <= 

to the best of my knowledge -- not been visited before anc is not recorded on any 
mip. South of Mansuriyeh the linc passes throush Medinch, a large mound with 
remeins of Isin-Larse and earlicr periods, Here Dr, Craw? rd spotted, in dumps left 
from robber-digginges, fragments of inscribed cones, They bid fsir to be part of 
the find of Entemena-cones recording the builcing of the temple E-mush in Bad- 
tibire, which came on the market in the late 1930's, Yntil we can cumpere the 
rermants of signs left on our fragments with the c mplcte Entemcena inscription the 
identificetion of al Madinzh with Bac-tibira must, however, remein uncertsin, From 
Madinah the occupation line veers west over Able, 2 large mound seemingly abandoned 
in the Isin-Larsa or Old-Babylonizn pericd; and from there it goes to Senkereh, 
ancient Larsa, It is possible that it may be connected later with « line of 
Cassite «nd earlicr mounds running cow toward Ur which we also investigated, 


Branching off from the Jokhe line of settlement at the section Bseikh-Modinch and 
running in south-ersterly direction is our >ther line or "belt" of settlement, This 
other belt can, from Telloh down to Zurghul, with certcinty be identified as the 
settlement along the aneient "Canal th:t goes to Nina," which is perhaps the sane 
canal thet elsewhere is called the "Sirera canal." Fron inscriptions of Urukagina 
we know that the "mouth" or intake of the "Canal that goes to Nina" wos ct Telloh 
(Girsu), but whether it fed there from 2 canal from the Tigris or the Euphrites 

is not clear, Unfortunately rain prevented us from cxploring the region involved. 
Along this canel lay, according te the ancient texts, Girsu, the temple E-ba-gara, 
anc. Nina with the @aple Sirnrs, We were sble to. icentify E-baegera with certainty 
as the high elevations in the center of 11 Hibba, This elevation covers, to judge 
from the surface indicstions, = temple terrace or zigsurst surrounded by a large 
temple oval with very heavy walls, Here we discovered sn inscribed brick with a © 
new inscription of Gudea recording the construction of the hebo-g2ra of Ningirsu. 
Since Bnegara, along with » fnmous temple for Ningirsu's escort Baba and enother 
temple for Gatumdug, the "mother of Lagash", were 211 situated in- Uru-kug according 
to the great lament for Ur published by Kromer in a S XII, el Hibba must be the 
ancient Uru-Kuz,. this identificetion is supnortec by :n carlier find, Dougherty 
mony yerrs ago pick: ad up on 21 Hibbs an inscribed Guden brick which records the 
construction of the temple of Gatuncug in Uru-kug. Curiously enouczh Dougherty did 
not draw the conclusioa thot Uruekug is ol Hibbi, It secms likely that his brick 
was found on the northeastern mound of .l1 Hibba which time did not permit us to 
reach, The mound of ol Hibba is unusally large, more thon two miles long and 
almost « mile wide, much lerger thon Telloh, To judge from the surface pottery 

it must have been deserted -t the time of Early Dynsstic II, with only the sancte 
usrics surviving into later times, This raises the questions whether Uru-kug which 
means "The holy city" was not specificclly the name of the sacred quartey where 
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the temples were located anc which therefore manegec to survive, snd whether the 
city of 11 Hibb: -s s whole may not have hed vet another nemc, The mst likely 
candidate, c msid uring Grtuncuc's epithet "mother of Lagesh" is obviously Lagosh; 
ond it would only be noturol thot the nrme of the once mighty and flourishing city 
of 21 Hibbs should survive in the title of the later rulers of Girsu, lencing to it 
of its ancient splendor, The traditional identification of Lagesh with Tclloh 
(Girsu) is, in ony case, incorrect, 


Continuing in . southeasterly cirection from 21 Hibba the line from Tellch reaches 
Zurghul, Since Gucen, when he sailed on the "Can-1 that foes to Nina" to -sk the 
g2ccess Nanshe t> explain » puzzlin« cream he had hod, passed through Bogara and 
emtinucd to Ninn, Zurchul shoule obviously be Ninn, It now Mes buried under the 
highest mound on Zurghul, which must cover a zigeuret or > temple on «+ hich plat- 
form. is in 21 “ibb- so also in Zurghul the tenple is all th:t seems to inve sur- 
vived into historinl tincs, The surface of the site generally is ¢ veredc with 
pottery of periols 2s remote as those of Uruk 2nd Obeic, The identification of al 
Hibb:: and of Zur:-hul which cur survey wes abli to mke pave us great satisfaetion, 
for with these points fixed the cenvral topography of the Lagash rerion whould be 
capable of cunsidcrable clarification, 


With the estoblishing of the Jokha «nd the Telloh-Zurghul lines of occupation the 
Overall pottern >f settlement in encient Sumer bevins to emerge, It takce roughly 
the shepe of 1 enpital A with the cross-b:r slontec down towore the left, Neer the 
top of the A lives Nippur, -long the richt leg, down towerd the bar are Zanalan, 
Umma, and Bed-tibira (?), Yn the bar itself lics Lersa, 2nd on the left leg, just 
above anc below the point where the bar joins it, «re Uruk and Ur, The lower part 
of the right lke is formed by the Girsu-Ninn line, The white space inside the A 
were aprmrcntly uninh-ibted desert in oncient time cs they lergely ore today, 


The over-all settlement pattern here sketched helps t> brinc mony things in the 
texts into clearer focus, “e-may mention as examples the frequent shipping route 
in the Ur III texts: From Umm: to Nippur, from there to Ur, enc fr:m Ur back to 
Umma, It follows essenticlly the upper triangle of our A or rnather the major canals 
which created the occupation lines, mother interesting ex:mple is the campaigns 
of Sargon and Rinush, These lead south to Uruk anc Ur, thot is, they follow the 
left leg of the i, From Ur they move upwerds slong the cross-bar anc down the 
Lagash region ta the sea, From there the return merch leads up the right leg of 
the A over Umma, Zabalam, and Adcb, 


Of perticular interest is the whitehrea inside the upper triancle of the A. This 
uninhsbitec resicn may plsusibly be identified +s the Edin s. freeucntly mentioned 
in the Sumerian texts, The word Edin can -- just like the Arcbic word Jerirah in 
present usafe -- meon simply cesert. But just :s Jexirsh specifically denotes the 
region between the Tigris and the Euphretes so Sumuricn Hcin seems specificelly 
to cenote the rovion just indicctec, It wis the pasturing cround of the Sumerian 
.Shepheres -- as it is of the sh-pherds of today -- and :11 the chicf centers of the 
cult of the sherherd-god Durm2i: Z:talom, Umm, Bad-tibirs, snc Uruk, lie clustered 
in a half circle srounde it, The cultivetec area on its southeastern edre toward 
Telloh was celled anciecntly the "border of the Edin" (Ga-ecin-n2) and ivs higher 
lying northern prt, the "high Edin" (in-edin)wes, 2s we know, near Bseikh (Zabalon), 


Here agin the surviy results scem to add new precision t» sur uncerstanding of the 
ancient concepts, 


Our survey is, sf course, still f-r fron its complction, We have not yet explored 
the upper parts of the A, the Nippur region, or the sections from Nippur to Bismoy- 
ah (Adab) and T.1 Jicr, or from Nippur to Werkr (Uruk), We hope, however, to be able 
to do some of thot on weck-cnd trips from the expedition house in Afek if the work 


of the excavations leaves us time, 
out for soluticn, 


Thorkild Jacobsen, Chicago, Annual Professor of Baghdad School, 1953-54. 


There are so many intrisuing problems thit cry 
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